
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Tuesday, 5 September 2017] 

 p3286a-3286a 
Hon Donna Faragher 

 [1] 

ANGLICAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA — ARCHBISHOP-ELECT — KAY GOLDSWORTHY 
Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan) [9.40 pm]: I rise tonight to say a few words about the recent 
announcement of the election of the next Archbishop of Perth, the Right Reverend Kay Goldsworthy, AO. I do so 
not only as a member of Parliament, but also as the shadow Minister for Women’s Interests and, perhaps most 
importantly, as a very proud Perth College old girl. I am delighted to join with many others across Australia in 
congratulating Bishop Kay on her appointment, which is both significant and historic, as she becomes the first 
woman to be appointed archbishop in the Australian Anglican Church. There is no doubt that Bishop Kay has served 
the Anglican and wider community with distinction for many years, indeed spanning more than three decades. Her 
dedication and commitment to the church and to all those within and outside it are clear to all who know her. Indeed, 
I have been fortunate to have known Bishop Kay for many years, dating back to her first arrival in Perth back in 
1988 when I was a little year 8 student at Perth College and she came to the school as our school chaplain. It was 
a position that she held until 1995. Of course, I was still at the school, then in year 12, when Bishop Kay achieved 
one of her many firsts—the first of which, I will say, was when she became one of the first female deacons in 
Australia. In 1992 I remember well when Bishop Kay was one of the first women ordained to the priesthood in 
St George’s Cathedral by Archbishop Peter Carnley. I remember the lead-up very well. There were questions about 
whether it would go ahead. Back then, as a year 12 student, I was enormously proud of what she was about to 
achieve. Then, in 2008 she was consecrated as the first female bishop in the Anglican Church of Australia by 
Archbishop Roger Herft. I again was pleased to be part of the congregation on the night to witness it occur. 
Over the years our friendship has grown. We have spent many a time together at the Perth College chapel where 
she officiated at countless weddings of old girls and I was the wedding organist, and hopefully I played well on 
most occasions. She officiated at Scott’s and my wedding in 2005 and she also baptised our two gorgeous 
goddaughters Eloise and Isabelle. Most importantly, it is the pastoral care and support that Bishop Kay has 
provided and continues to provide to so many within our community, including our own family, that makes her so 
very special. I remain truly grateful for her wonderful support to Scott and me during the very challenging times 
I experienced during my second pregnancy. With all this in mind, I want to wish Bishop Kay well. I know that 
Bishop Kay will be an exceptional Archbishop of Perth for the same reasons that she was appointed an 
Officer of the Order of Australia in 2017, for, I quote — 

… distinguished service to religion through the Anglican Church of Australia, as a pioneer and role model 
for women, to church administration, and to pastoral care and equality. 

I, like many Western Australians, look forward to welcoming her back to Perth in the not-too-distant future. 
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